
Becker County 
Heartland Trail 
Open House 
August 25, 2025

• The Heartland Trail Routing Study is 
a collaborative project led by Becker 
County to evaluate and recommend 
the best possible route for a new 
segment of the Heartland Trail.

• This segment will extend from the 
City of Detroit Lakes and the Dunton 
Locks Bike Path to Bucks Mill, 
aiming to enhance connectivity and 
recreational opportunities for the 
region. The project is focused on 
developing a trail route that 
considers the needs of walkers, 
bikers, and snowmobilers.

The goal is to make the trail a valuable link for both 
residents and visitors. By identifying and prioritizing 
these destinations, the study aims to maximize the 
trail’s usefulness and accessibility.
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Consultant Team

• Sam Trebilcock – Project Manager and Planner 
HEI

• Kyle Ten Napel – Planner HEI

• Adam Ruud – Engineer HEI

• Moriya Rufer – Scientist HEI



Steering Committee 
Introductions

Jim Olson Becker County 

Steve Skoog Becker County 

Mitch Lundeen Becker County 

Patrick Hollister PartnerSHIP 4 Health

Kelcey Klemm City Of Detroit Lakes

Shawn King City Of Detroit Lakes

John Okeson Lakeview Township

Rosemary Bruce-White MN Dept of Transportation

Mary Safgren MN Dept of Transportation

Dave Suppa WE FEST-Soo Pass Ranch



Heartland Trail 
Long-Term 
Plan

Figure 1—Map of preferred alternative alignments from the Becker County Trail Plan.

From Becker County 
Master Trail Plan
November 2019

Provided a long-term vision, 
implementation process, and high-
level planning.
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Trail Design Expectations 

Shared-Use Path

Sidepath



Designs to Avoid?

Bike lanes Bike Shoulders Shared Lanes



Public Engagement

• 1,575 website visits 

• 1,065 unique website visitors

• 84 comment pins 

• 13 Feedback on Section Scores



Study Corridors 
Universe of 
Alternatives



Trail Corridor Screening Criteria



Trail Section 
Scores

• -2.0 to -1.2 (Not Recommended)
• -1.19 to -0.4 (Low Recommendation)
• -0.39 to +0.49 (Possible trail facility) 
• +0.5 to +1.2 (Generally  a good trail 

facility)
• -1.21 to +2.0 (Great trail facility)
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Highway 59 Middle Section



Highway 22 Middle Section (Shoreham)



Highway 22 North Section



Trail Section 
Scores

• -2.0 to -1.2 (Not Recommended)
• -1.19 to -0.4 (Low Recommendation)
• -0.39 to +0.49 (Possible trail facility) 
• +0.5 to +1.2 (Generally  a good trail 

facility)
• -1.21 to +2.0 (Great trail facility)
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Final Two Alternatives

• North Section Concept
• Middle Section Concept
• South Section Concept (three)

3 Boards



North Section 
Concept 

Final Two Alternatives



Middle Section 
Concept

Final Two Alternatives



Final Three 
Alternatives

South 
Section 
Concepts



Public Engagement – Phase 2

• Provide input at Open House
• Provide input at Project 

Website

 Website will be updated by 
August 27 to include 
presentation and  three 
concepts for virtual comment
• North
• Middle
• South



Next Steps

 Open House - August 25th 
• Gain public input on Trail Alternatives

 Virtual/Website Engagement continues from Aug 26 through 
September
• Continue to gain public input on Trail Alternatives

 Complete Draft Plan with Recommended Alternative Concept and Cost 
Concept Estimates

 September Meetings
• Recreation Advisory Committee Meeting – September 8
• Becker County Commission Meeting – September 16
• Heartland Trail Committee Meeting – TBD
• Steering Committee #5 – Late September – 

 Finalized Report September 30
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